
STEPNEY PTO EVENT AND ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS 2018-2019 
 
 
ART TO REMEMBER: This fundraiser allows the children to work on keepsake artwork during art class.  You will then have the 
opportunity to purchase their artwork.  Volunteers are needed to assist with the artwork distribution in April.   
 
BEAUTIFICATION: Join us in helping to keep Stepney school in tip-top shape! Clean-up day is held in the fall and many hands are 
needed to weed, rake leaves, spread mulch and plant flowers.  This is a perfect opportunity for our teenagers to accumulate service 
hours and help contribute to their community.  Bring your gloves and garden tools and dig in! 
 
BINGO: Join us again for a fun filled evening for families to come together at Stepney to play bingo.  Volunteers are needed for set-up; 
clean-up and during the event to help with food, prizes, distribution of bingo cards, and BINGO calling. 
 
BOOK FAIR: Volunteers are needed to help with set-up, selling during book fair hours, and break-down.  The Book Fairs are held in 
November and March during conferences. 
 
BOX TOPS: We collect General Mills Box Tops and turn them into money for the school.  There will be a collection in the Fall and Spring. 
We need help counting them in groups of 100 and checking expiration dates. 
 
CELEBRATION OF READING: Community volunteers come into your child’s classroom and read a fun book. Volunteers are needed to 
coordinate a small continental breakfast reception held when guest readers arrive. Volunteers also greet the guests and help them get to 
their assigned classroom.     
 
DAVINCI FESTIVAL: District-wide art festival at the high school, displaying pieces of art from each child in the district. Set-up help is 
needed. 
 
FATHERS’ CLUB: A great way for Dads to get to know other fathers while helping support school events. Father’s Club hosts a Fishing 
Derby, Pancake Breakfast, and Movie Night.  Volunteers needed to help with these events. Father’s club is also planning to host some 
social adult male only outings. 
 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST: This is a fun morning out with your family planned by the Father’s Club. The children have a great time and 
the food is delicious. Volunteers are needed to help with raffle items, check in, set up, food preparation and clean up. 
 
FALL FESTIVAL: Enjoy some Fall Fun at Benedict’s Farm for this year’s Fall Festival in October.  Volunteers needed to work check-in 
table, concession stand, craft table, face painting, and more.  A fun family event to allow the kids to show off their costumes, take a 
hayride, feed the animals, play in the corn maze, corn pit, and hay maze, and much, much, more!! 
 
FIELD DAY: A very popular and exciting day for the children. A full day of games held inside and outside. Parents and siblings are 
welcome to come and cheer the groups on!! 
 
FIFTH GRADE PICNIC: Volunteers needed to help out the day of the picnic at Wolfe Park to celebrate the moving up to a new school.  
This event is held at the end of the school year during school hours.      
 
FIFTH GRADE SIGNATURE SHIRT: Help needed to create the 5th grade commemorative T-Shirt to be distributed at the end of the 
school year. 
 
FIFTH GRADE MEMORY BOOK: Volunteers are needed thru the course of the year to take pictures, layout photos and gather 
autobiographies.  Typing, creativity and good organizational skills are necessary. 
 
FIFTH GRADE SLIDE SHOW: Volunteers needed to coordinate the collection of pictures of the 5th grade class from their years at 
Stepney.  The pictures are then organized and put into a slide show format set to music to share at the 5th grade celebration of learning 
at the end of school. 
 
FIFTH GRADE BAKE SALE: Volunteers needed to work the bake sale held on Election Day in November.  Proceeds go to paying for the 
5th Grade Memory Book. 
 
HOLIDAY GIFT SHOP: Volunteers are needed to help the children shop for gifts for their family members and friends. Help is needed 
to set up and break down as well. The shop runs during school hours in December.  
 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL: This event is for Stepney families to share their cultural heritage with the school community.  
Families sample ethnic food and are able to learn about crafts, music, dance, etc from around the world.  Volunteers are needed to help 
with food, crafts and games. 
 
JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT: “Junior Achievement is the world's largest and fastest-growing organization dedicated to educating young 
people about business, economics and free enterprise.”  Volunteers are needed for each classroom to teach the preplanned lesson. The 
lessons are fun and creative; the children really enjoy it.  Training and all materials/lesson plans are given to every volunteer.  This is a 
great opportunity to get into your child’s classroom and help teach them some important lessons. 
 
KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION: Volunteers are needed to help prepare and serve simple refreshments for this event for incoming 
kindergartners and their parents.  The event is held in early June after school and a summer social held in the evening in August. 
 
LAMINATION TEAM: Volunteers are needed to work the school lamination machine in the Library to assist teachers and staff with their 
projects.  No experience required. 
 
 



LIBRARY AIDES: Volunteers are needed to assist in the school library in a variety of capacities such as reading to the children, shelving 
books, cataloging books and assisting the children in finding books.  No special skills needed and a great way to participate in the daily 
activities of school.  
 
MEMBERSHIP/DIRECTORY: Membership is for the PTO and the directory is a handy little contact book every PTO member receives.  It 
is a priceless tool for Stepney parents! We need help proofreading entries, data entry and editing in excel. 
 
MINI-GRANTS: This committee works with the Stepney staff to request funding from the PTO for classroom materials, projects, and 
school equipment that may be needed throughout the year. A volunteer from this team, needs to be able to attend the PTO meeting in 
November and May held at 9:15 am. 
 
PARENTS/STAFF NIGHT OUT: This is our largest fundraiser of the year. This event takes months of planning and needs a large 
committee to help.  It is a special night out for Parents/Staff to come and have food, drinks, dancing, and a fun night out while raising a 
lot of money for our school through a huge silent auction. We need help planning, soliciting donations, setting up prior to the event, and 
helping throughout the night. 
 
PENNY WAR FUNDRAISER: It’s war at Stepney for a week in February! This event was hugely popular and so exciting for the children. 
It’s a game of strategy where each grade competes again one another to have the most pennies. Please save your coins. 
  
PLANT SALE: This sale is held in May, just before Mother's Day.  Volunteers are needed to unload flowers from the nursery delivery 
truck to the appointed sale area inside the school along with helping during the 2 day sale during school hours by assisting the children 
with their purchases. 
 
PLAYGROUND/INDOOR RECESS:  We contact the teachers to receive wish lists from them for their indoor/outdoor recess needs. 
Then we prioritize and purchase everything we can within the budget. 
 
SCHOOL PICTURES: Volunteers are needed to help organize the children so that picture taking day can run smoothly.  
 
SCHOOL STORE: School Store is held on Spirit Day during lunch shifts. The children are allowed to purchase store items when they are 
done eating. Items range from 25 cents to $3.00. The children love this! Volunteers are needed to help sell the items (10:30-2:00 in 
two hour shifts, the 1st Friday of every month).  
 
SOUND TIGERS: Stepney families come together to see Storm, the Sound Tigers mascot at the Arena at Harbor Yard in February. 
Volunteers are needed to help sell chuck-a-puck on the night. 
 
SPIRIT DAY: The first Friday of every month. Wear your Stepney apparel or school colors (red, black and white). 
 
SPIRIT WEAR: Show your school spirit. This sale of Stepney clothing is held at the beginning of the school year.  Volunteers are 
needed to help distribute the items. 
 
STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK COMMITTEE: This committee helps show the teachers and staff how much we appreciate all of their 
efforts throughout the year.  There is a week dedicated to show our appreciation in May. Only your imagination is required! 
 
TALENT SHOW: Stepney has a lot of talent! This fun event needs volunteers to organize, help design and produce the program, run a 
concession stand as well as assist the children during the show. 
 
WALK-A-THON: This very successful event is held during Physical Education classes.  The event will be held in September.  Volunteers 
are needed to help tally the laps students run/walk during this fundraising event.  Siblings welcome. 
  
WINTER CARNIVAL:  This event is planned for the month of January.  It’s a fun event to attend with your family especially during the 
cold winter.  Volunteers are needed to assist with games, face painting, selling of food, admissions, and the prize table. This is a huge 
event for Stepney as we open it to the public.  
 
VOLUNTEER POOL: Anyone who is willing to be called on to help with various events and programs or would like to volunteer, but isn't 
sure which events they would like to help out with.  
 
 

Please note that these events happen during different times of the day, evenings and weekends.  Everyone has an 
opportunity to get involved in their children's activities.  We cannot make things happen without the support of our 

parents.  These events are also a great way for middle school and high school students to earn their community hours.  
Please put their name and phone number under an event that they would like to help at on the volunteer sign-up sheet. 


